Glulam appearance grades

In specifying Canadian glulam products, it is necessary to indicate both the stress grade and the
appearance grade required.

The appearance of glulam is determined by the degree of finish work done after laminating and
not by the appearance of the individual lamination pieces.

Glulam is available in the following appearance grades:

* Industrial

» Commercial

* Quality

The appearance grade defines the amount of patching and finishing work done to the exposed
surfaces after laminating (Table 6.8) and has no strength implications. Quality grade provides the

greatest degree of finishing and is intended for applications where appearance is important.
Industrial grade has the least amount of finishing.

TABLE 6.8 Grade Description
Glulam appearance Industrial Grade Intended for use where appearance is not a primary concern such as in industrial buildings;
grades laminating stock may contain natural characteristics allowed for specified stress grade;

sides planed to specified dimensions but occasional misses and rough spots allowed; may
have broken knots, knot holes, torn grain, checks, wane and other irregularities on surface.

Commercial Grade Intended for painted or flat-gloss varnished surfaces; laminating stock may contain natural
characteristics allowed for specified stress grade; sides planed to specified dimensions
and all squeezed-out glue removed from surface; knot holes, loose knots, voids, wane or
pitch pockets are not replaced by wood inserts or filler on exposed surface.

Quality Grade Intended for high-gloss transparent or polished surfaces, displays natural beauty of wood
for best aesthetic appeal; laminating stock may contain natural characteristics allowed for
specified stress grade; sides planed to specified dimensions and all squeezed-out glue
removed from surface; may have tight knots, firm heart stain and medium sap stain on
sides; slightly broken or split knots, slivers, torn grain or checks on surface filled; loose
knots, knot holes, wane and pitch pockets removed and replaced with non-shrinking filler
or with wood inserts matching wood grain and colour; face laminations free of natural
characteristics requiring replacement; faces and sides sanded smooth.




