
Glulam appearance grades
In specifying Canadian glulam products, it is necessary to indicate both the stress grade and the 
appearance grade required.

The appearance of glulam is determined by the degree of finish work done after laminating and 
not by the appearance of the individual lamination pieces.

Glulam is available in the following appearance grades:

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Quality

The appearance grade defines the amount of patching and finishing work done to the exposed 
surfaces after laminating (Table 6.8) and has no strength implications. Quality grade provides the
greatest degree of finishing and is intended for applications where appearance is important. 
Industrial grade has the least amount of finishing.


